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ART SMART ime, as they say, flies. Especially when
e oneishavinga good time. It’salready
The exhibition, time tobid adieuto January. Didn’t
: 2019 introduceitselfrather politely, lit-
Wh I Ch ShOWC&SGS erally 3 days or so back?It’s probably because
ofthe whirlwind pace of contemporary living
W(}{ks from t6hO thatwe areall entirely familiar with. I've spent
alleries, IS the afortnight of thismonth on the move, with two
g 2 days slipping through the cracks on account of
perfect venue to flying between time zones.

k h f Though living out of a suitcase hasits chal-
ta e t el St Step lenges, itisn’tall painful. Reliefexistsinthe
tOWﬂde guise of the exceptional works ofart, which

either I'm flying halfway around the globe to
i view, or people, most often highly fascinating
becommg an art individuals, are either buying or selling.
CO"GCtor Backtothe momentathand. By the time
you'd bereading these words, the India Art

Fair will be preparing to welcome visitors for

the second day ofitsrun. Itis on till Sun-
day, and I would urge each one of you to
visitthisevent. If your reaction to this
suggestionis, “ButI’mnotreallyinter-

“estedinart, Arvind...”, thenI'd insist you
attendit.

The driving reason would be the
prospect of viewing a varied range of work
you willbe exposed toover arelatively
short span of time. The scaleisn’t over-
whelming, with under 60 galleries,
which comprise amix of
Indianandinternational -
galleries, representinga

mix of modern and con-
temporary art.

The Fair organisers
have created aprogram
focused on young collec-
tors,and therearea
number of events that
are canbeattended,

should youbeinter-
ested. The calendar,
alongwith all other

essentialinformation,
should beavailable on
the Fair’s website
(http://indiaartfair.in/).
Here’salist offive essen-
tialsto keep inmind when
you'reatthe Fair.

Try toschedule your visit
along with someone whoisan
expeérienced hand in this

domain. Theideal profile
would be that of a seasoned col-
lector, who would be familiar with
theindustry and its processes.
Walking through with someone
with this sort ofa background
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Essentials to remember when you
visit the ongoing India Art Fair

would convert the Art Fair into an excellent
training ground for you. You can witness first
hand howa pro glides through these seemingly
intimidating functions, how they ask ques-
tions, what they consider and takeinto
account whilezoningin onan artist, oranart-
work of interest, how they make offers and
negotiate. Itis quite clearly thefinest (and
swiftest) route tolearning the ropes.

Putyour trusty camera phone to work, and
take photographs of all works that cause a
reaction—positive as well as negative. You
will over the course of this walk-through view
aboutathousand works of assorted forms. You
will, undoubtedly, find itimpossible to remem-
berallthat yousee—eventhe onesthat make
animpact. Create a gallery dedicated tothe
works yousee, with aside note of the gallery
that displayed this work. This should become
partofa growingarchive you create thatfea-
tures works of art that you view at different
venues and events, the world over. And
remember to carry a battery pack.

Alwaysmakeitapoint to speak to gallerists
representing the works of which that you are
makinganote. Thisstepis crucial sinceit
involves two aspects that will serve yourichly:
unraveling the story behind the work and the
artist’spractice and introducing yourselfto
the gallery as a potential patron of the said art-
ist. Gallerists are among the leading authori-
ties of information on the artists they repre-
sentanditis essentialfor youtobuild arela-
tionship with them, should collecting art be of
interesttoyou.

Takeabreather. Everyindividual has a per-
sonaland unique level of comfortin terms of
visualappetite. Beyond a point, everything
tends to become a blur of colours. Itis essential
toremain aware of this aspect when enteringa
premises that holds afew thousand works.
Onceyou’ve coveredthefirstpavilion, takea
self-imposed beverage and snack break, iffor
nothingelse than to give your facultiesares-
pitefrom the multitude of hues and forms. If
you’re overtly overwhelmed, take alonger
break and return the following day toresume
thetour.

Reservea work. Make an offer. Take the
leap. Thisis what will allow you to qualify and
take thefirst step towards collecting - taking
that proverbial plunge. If followinga complete
round of the premises, you'veidentified some-
thing that you like enough to wish to own, and
are satisfied with the back story on the work,
goforth and make an offer. Ifit’smeant to, you
mightbe goinghome withanew friend.

(Anvind Vijaymohan s the CEQ of Artery India, a financial
data centre focused on Indian art sales globally)




